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GO WITH THE FLOW – TRAFFICMASTER MAPS ALL 
THE BEST WAYS FROM A TO B 
 

• Trafficmaster develops a new picture of Britain, by its real road speeds 

• Four of top five quickest routes are in the Midlands 

• Data makes sat nav smarter in finding best route 
 
 

The popular pub or dinner party debate around the fastest ways from A to B could be over.  

The question has been answered definitively by Trafficmaster, which has collated over 50 

billion data records to map accurate average speeds for roads across the UK – the result is a 

new view of the country (see accompanying images). 

 

For the first time, customer data is helping Smartnav get even smarter.  By combining data 

from Smartnav in-car navigation systems and its nationwide traffic sensor network, 

Trafficmaster can now find the quickest route by identifying roads at their real average traffic 

speeds, rather than relying on their speed limits.   

 

In doing so, Trafficmaster’s mapping experts have identified those roads where traffic flows 

freely and those roads where traffic flow speeds are often much lower than the posted speed 

limit.  This includes many country roads with speed limits of 60mph, but where traffic often 

moves much more slowly than that, because they are narrow with many sharp bends.  

 

Trafficmaster has been able to identify the top five quickest routes in the UK by their real 

average traffic flow speeds* in a 24 hour period.  Not surprisingly, all are sections of 

motorway with relatively low traffic density.  Four of the top five run through the Midlands: 

 

Quickest UK routes by real average traffic flow speeds: 

Road Speed Limit 
(mph) 

Real Average 
Speed (mph) 

Trafficmaster Comment 

1. A74(M) (Gretna – M74) 70 72.2 Light traffic, mainly business route, 
effective link road between M6 and 
M74 

2. M6 Toll (M6 J3a – J 11a) 70 71.8 New ‘bypass’ to congested area of 
M6, now takes approx 40,000 
vehicles per day 



 
Road Speed Limit 

(mph) 
Real Average 
Speed (mph) 

Trafficmaster Comment 

3. M45 (A45 – M1 J17) 70 68.9 One of oldest sections of M1, links to 
Coventry and Birmingham, but not 
heavily used, free flow junctions on/ 
off M1 (no roundabouts) 

4. M69 (Coventry – M1 
J21) 

70 67.6 Another light traffic link from 
Coventry/ M6 to M1 and Leicester 

5. M40 (M25 J16 – M42 
J3a) 

70 67.6 Sometimes congested in places at 
peak times, but shown as effective 
London – Birmingham alternative 
route in our Congestion Report. 

 
 

Trafficmaster can also pinpoint the slowest routes in the UK, by the same average traffic flow 

speed measures, which can make it easy to avoid slow road sections and junctions.  The 

slowest classified motorway is the short A601M spur that runs from junction 35 of the M6 near 

Carnforth in Lancashire, while the slowest A-road is the A818 near Loch Lomond in Scotland, 

a known tourist spot.  The outright slowest classified A-road is the A4002 (Tubbs Road), 

which is actually a short suburban road in Harlesden, north London.   

 

Slowest UK routes by real average traffic flow speeds: 

Road Speed Limit (mph) Real Average Speed (mph) 

A601(M) (Carnforth-A6) 70 35.5 

A818 (Loch Lomond-Helensburgh) 60 13.9 

A4002 (Central London) 30 12.2 

 

This work follows the findings of the recent Trafficmaster and RAC Foundation study into UK 

traffic congestion, which identified the UK’s commuter congestion hotspots and illustrated how 

using smart routes could save hours on the road. 

 

Trafficmaster and the RAC Foundation believe the ability to navigate by real road speeds and 

around jams could help reduce congestion for all drivers and so reduce its environmental 

impact.  Trafficmaster’s Smartnav customers already save an average of four hours a month 

on the road**, by avoiding jams and taking the best routes, equivalent to 300,000 working 

days each year. 

 

Trafficmaster spokesman Philip Hale said: “When you need to get from A to B, the key is 

knowing which roads to use, and when, for the quickest journey. 

 

“Obviously, you can’t tell this by looking at a map and most sat nav systems base their route 

calculations only on speed limits, but now we can get smarter, identifying the best routes by 

their real speeds and matching this with our congestion data, so we have proper local 

knowledge for the roads in your area, on top of being able to tell you where the jams are.” 

 



ENDS 

 
* = motorways and A-roads in UK, speeds are average traffic flow speeds, measured in 24 hour periods.  Data from 
Trafficmaster Plc, February 2007. 
** = Research sample of 2,127 customers in UK, reporting weekly time saved by use of Smartnav. All research 
conducted January – March 2007 by Trafficmaster Plc. 
 
 

More information: 
Philip Hale, Trafficmaster Plc, T: 01234 759336, E: phil.hale@trafficmaster.co.uk 
Billy Partridge, Citigate Dewe Rogerson, T: 020 7282 2863, E: billy.partridge@citigatedr.co.uk 
 
Editor’s note: 
Accompanying images based on Trafficmaster average traffic flow data, February 2007, for 
illustration purposes only 
 
 
About Trafficmaster 

Trafficmaster is an expert in intelligent driving.  The Group comprises US-based Teletrac Inc. and Trafficmaster Plc in 
the UK.  Both organisations focus on intelligent vehicle services which enhance the driving experience and improve 
business performance by saving companies and drivers time and money and reducing their environmental impact. 

Teletrac Inc offers fleet tracking, management and navigation solutions under the Fleet Director brand across the US, 
serving 4,000 fleets and a total of 65,000 commercial vehicles, using wireless and GPS technology. 

The group has also developed a suite of Trafficmaster services in the UK.  Trafficmaster's key product is the award-
winning Smartnav, an intelligent satellite navigation system, which uses live traffic information and real-time road 
speeds to calculate optimum routes and avoid traffic congestion on the way.  Trafficmaster's comprehensive traffic 
data means Smartnav is continually updated with traffic information, road closures and speed camera locations, 
without the need for CDs or internet-sourced updates. 

Trafficmaster also offers Trackstar stolen vehicle tracking, monitored 24 hours a day in the Trafficmaster Control 
Centre.  Stolen vehicles can automatically inform Trafficmaster and are then monitored remotely and police informed 
of their whereabouts for fast and efficient recovery. 

The company provides live traffic information direct via mobile phone services and Radio Data System -Traffic 
Message Channel (RDS TMC) to other aftermarket and factory-fit satellite navigation systems.  

Trafficmaster also maintains a unique traffic monitoring network of 7,500 sensors, covering 8,000 miles of UK 
motorways and trunk roads.   

Trafficmaster was founded in 1988 and floated on the London Stock Exchange in 1994.  Teletrac Inc is a wholly 
owned US subsidiary company. 

www.teletrac.net 
www.trafficmaster.co.uk 
 
 
 


